Response to DCC Consultation from [Respondent to add]DCC Controlled

Summary Information
	Topic:
	Request for Information on Revised DCC Testing Arrangements

	Due Date:
	16/10/2026

	DCC Contact
	consultations@smartdcc.co.uk

	Respondent:
	[Respondent to add]

	Contact Name:
	[Respondent to add]

	Contact Email:
	[Respondent to add]

	Contact Telephone Number:
	[Respondent to add]


[bookmark: _Toc499294628]


Response Template
(Please complete the questions where you are keen to share comments with DCC and include an NA statement for any questions you are choosing not to answer). 
	Numb
	Question
	Response

	Q1
	Do you believe DCC should continue to provide a centralised physical Test Lab facility for industry testing activities?

•	Strongly Agree
•	Agree
•	Neutral
•	Disagree
•	Strongly Disagree

Please provide supporting rationale.
	
☐ Strongly Agree
☐ Agree
☐ Neutral
☐ Disagree
☐ Strongly Disagree
Rationale:

[please add your response here NB the table will resize automatically based on the text added]

	Q2
	What level of future capacity do you believe should be provided?

•	Less than 500 test bays
•	500–750 test bays 
•	750–1,000 test bays
•	1,000–1,250 test bays
•	Greater than 1,250 test bays
•	Don't Know

Please explain your response and any known future demand requirements.

	
☐ Less than 500 test bays
☐ 500–750 test bays
☐ 750–1,000 test bays
☐ 1,000–1,250 test bays
☐ Greater than 1,250 test bays
☐ Don't Know
Rationale:


	Q3
	Would you ever consider using DCC Test Lab facilities to carry out testing currently run out of other test lab premises?
Please provide details of future intent that might impact the scale of the DCC test lab facility and any additional requirements that you would need to make this a viable option.
	

	Q4
	DCC are considering offering Testing Services as a pay-as-you-go catalogue item, that would provide transparency of costs by test capability that could be ordered from a self-service platform (or equivalent). 

Please indicate whether this would be something which you would be interested in accessing?

If possible, please indicate which services you would be interested in and an average frequency/volume you would seek support for?

DCC are particularly seeking information around services such as Device Assurance testing, WAN and HAN persistence (SOAK) testing and Alternative Manufacturer Testing (access to different Manufacturer’s Devices for testing). These services could include DCC providing testing capability, or simply the required infrastructure for customers to test.
	

	Q5
	Please indicate whether you would support the investment in the development of and access to any of the following emulated tools:

•	DSP
•	CSP
•	ECoS, 
•	VWAN 
•	Centralised Switching Service
•	Advanced Device emulators, for example allowing software-based control of consumption patterns and alert behaviour

Please include any other features that are not included on this list.
	
☐ DSP
☐ CSP
☐ ECoS
☐ VWAN
☐ CSS
☐ Advanced Device emulators
Supporting Information:


	Q6
	
Which of the following capabilities do you believe should be available within a new test lab facility?

Please indicate:
•	Essential
•	Desirable
•	Not Required

For each of:
•	Radio Frequency testing
•	Noise testing
•	Faraday cage facilities
•	RF interference testing
•	4G/VWAN testing
•	Fylingdales CHs
•	Joint collaboration space
•	Robotics 
•	Firmware testing in SIT & UIT (any device type)
•	SIT testing
•	Alt HAN
•	Device Assurance testing (any device type)
•	Access to SMETS1 ESME & GSME devices
•	Phantom load capability for all ESME Variants
o	Any setups not currently covered?
o	Static consumption vs variable?

Please include any other capabilities not on this list
	Radio Frequency testing
☐ Essential
☐ Desirable
☐ Not Required

Noise testing
☐ Essential
☐ Desirable
☐ Not Required

Faraday cage facilities
☐ Essential
☐ Desirable
☐ Not Required

RF interference testing
☐ Essential
☐ Desirable
☐ Not Required

4G/VWAN testing
☐ Essential
☐ Desirable
☐ Not Required

Fylingdales CHs
☐ Essential
☐ Desirable
☐ Not Required

Joint collaboration space
☐ Essential
☐ Desirable
☐ Not Required

Robotics 
☐ Essential
☐ Desirable
☐ Not Required

Firmware testing in SIT & UIT (any device type)
☐ Essential
☐ Desirable
☐ Not Required

SIT testing
☐ Essential
☐ Desirable
☐ Not Required

Alt HAN
☐ Essential
☐ Desirable
☐ Not Required

Device Assurance testing (any device type)
☐ Essential
☐ Desirable
☐ Not Required

Access to SMETS1 ESME & GSME devices
☐ Essential
☐ Desirable
☐ Not Required

Phantom load capability for all ESME Variants
☐ Essential
☐ Desirable
☐ Not Required


Supporting Information:


	Q7
	Are there any additional virtual capabilities not currently available that DCC should consider that would support testing at scale?
	

	Q8
	DCC currently host quarterly interop events, how many of these events have you attended over the last 3 years and how frequently should DCC offer interop events in the future? 

•	Annually
•	Bi-Annually
•	Quarterly
•	Monthly
•	On Demand

Should DCC seek to invite any innovators or themes that could enhance the values of these events?
	☐ Annually
☐ Bi-Annually
☐ Quarterly
☐ Monthly
☐ On Demand
Supporting Information:


	Q9
	What can DCC do to make the use of the UIT A and B environments easier for Test Participants? Do you currently have access to both? 

Please explain your response considering the following points:

•	Testing flexibility.
•	Release planning.
•	Defect resolution.
•	Business risk.
•	User onboarding.
•	User Testing Gateway
	

	Q10
	What improvements would you most like to see as part of any new Test Lab Operation procurement?

Examples may include:

•	Self-service booking
•	Additional Testing as a Service Options
•	Improved diagnostics
•	Triage support
•	Enhanced reporting
•	More collaboration opportunities
•	Any other improvements. Please provide details.
	

	Q11
	Are there any current pain points with Testing Services that DCC should prioritise addressing?
Please provide details.
	

	Q12
	Are there any further observations, recommendations or concerns that DCC should consider when developing the future DCC Test Lab & Services business case?
	

	Q13
	Do you have any other comments?
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